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QMC Requirements for 
Four Canned Foods 


Tentative requirements for four 
canned food products to be procured 
from the 1956 pack to meet the needs 
of the armed forces were announced 
September 18 by the Department of 
Defense. 


Procurement will be effected by the 
various Market Center offices of the 
Army Quartermaster Market Center 
System, with headquarters at 226 W. 
Jackson Blvd., Chicago 9, Ill. 

Prepared by the Army QMC, the 
following estimated requirements, sub- 
ject to modification, are listed to aid 

(Please turn te page 307) 


FDA Acts To Develop Education and Information Program 
Aimed at Obtaining Industry Cooperation in Enforcement 


The Food and Drug Administration has moved to develop an educa- 
tional and information program designed to build better understanding 
of the objectives and requirements of the food and drug laws. 


This is indicated in an — 
by the FDA that G. Cullen 
Thomas of Minneapolis has been E. 
pointed a consultant. 

Thomas has retired after 26 years 
as a vice president of General Mills, 
Inc. He served as chairman of the 
Citizens Advisory Committee which 
studied and reported on the activities 
of the FDA (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of July 9, 1955, page 261). 

One of the Citizens Advisory Com- 
mittee’s over-all recommendations was 
for an enlarged and improved edu- 


Preliminary USDA Analysis Indicates Dominance of Family Farm 


A preliminary analysis of informa- 
tion from the 1954 Census of Agri- 
culture indicates that family farms 
continue to be the dominant type of 
operation, according to the USDA. 

The proportion of family farms to 
the total number of farms in the 
United States has held steady in re- 
cent years. There has been no change 
in the proportion of the total number 
of farms operated by families in the 
last 15 years. 

The USDA pointed out also that 
family farms in the United States in 
1954 produced about the same share— 
roughly two-thirds—of the total agri- 
cultural output as in 1940. They con- 
— a mately the same propor- 
: ion of the the total acreage in farms as 
n 


In 1964, family-operated farms com- 
1 about 97 percent of all farms 
S. “Large-scale” farms 
4 8 only about 3 percent of 
the total. 
Also, family farms controlled about 
three-fourths of all land in farms in 
2 States, both in 1984 and 


The percentage of farmers who are 
full or part owners of the farms they 
operate stood at slightly more than 
75 percent in 1954, an increase of 


2 points over 1949. This is an all- 
time record high. 


Farm tenancy is reported at an all- 
time record low. 


A comparison of the number of 
family workers (farmers and mem- 
bers of their families) and hired 
workers in agriculture for the last 
15 years also indicates the increasing 
strength of family-type farming in 
the United States, USDA said. Be- 
cause of mechanization, new crops 
and chemicals, and other improve- 
ments in production, the number of 
all workers in agriculture declined 
from 1940 to 1954. Numbers of hired 
workers, however, declined more rap- 
idly. In 1954 there were 28 percent 
fewer hired workers in American 
agriculture than in 1940. Increasing 
mechanization allows family farms to 
operate with less hired labor than 
in previous years. 

Farms have increased in size from 
an average of 174 acres in 1940 to 
242 acres in 1954, an increase of 68 
acres per farm. Even so the farms 
continue to be family operated, the 
USDA said. 

Each year over one million acres 
of farm land are taken over by ex- 
panding cities, industries, roads, high- 

(Please turn te page 306) 


cational and information program. 
The Committee’s report said: 
“Educational p for indus- 
try would serve to keep it better in- 
formed of FDA principles. This 
should include much b r dissemi- 
—— of FDA policies and standards 
ugh food associations, journals, 
trade correspondence, 
— arning, etc., before the 
are first made known 
through a legal proceeding.” 
The Committee report called special 
attention to this recommendation. It 
also said: 


understanding of the 
requirements of the 
laws through a dissemination of 
r and more positive information 
industry, certain professions, and 
public. An informed public will 
a better-protected one and will 
make FDA dollars go further. 
“A beginning in this direction sh: 
be made by developing an education 
and informational program located in 
the immediate office of the Commis- 
sioner of the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration. This new organizational 
unit should be under the direction of 
a capable person who has had success- 
ful experience in interpretation and 
information activities, and who may 
have to be selected from outside the 
present organization.” 


In a statement Mr. 
Thomas’ — 
George P. Larrick said: 


“We are to secure the services 
of a man who has such a broad knowl- 
edge of our organization and of the 
law which it administers. His advice 
will be sought on a wide variety of 

tions and prob but we be- 
lieve he will be —— y helpful to 
us in the area of industry cooperation 
and education. We wish to further 
develop this of our work in a 
way which enlist the help of the 
great majority of 1 men who 
want our f and drug laws to be 
truly effective.” 

(Please turn to page 308) 
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Dominance of Family Farm 
(Concluded trom page 305) 


ways, airports and other nonfarm 
uses. This, plus the growing size of 
farms, has reduced the number of 
farms. 


“Authorities generally agree that 
the family farm will continue to dom- 
inate American agriculture,” the 
USDA said. “The family farm is not 
only being preserved but strengthened. 
These Census figures confirm other 
information we have that point to the 
solid foundation of family farming 
in the nation. 


“The most recent figures reported 
by the Department show farmers’ as- 
sets at a new high—$170 billion as 
of Jan. 1, 1956. This marks a $3.5 
billion increase over the previous year. 
Assets increased three times as fast 
as debts. 


„Farmers as a whole continue to 
maintain their solid record of only 
about $1 of debt to $9 worth of money 
and property they own. About 7 out 
of 10 farmers have no mortgage debt. 
— y foreclosures are near record 


Various programs of the USDA are 
designed to strengthen further family 
farming in American agriculture. In- 
creased research, new authority for 
credit, more extension assistance to 
small farmers, increased budgets for 
conservation work, and the Soil Bank, 
are examples. The new Rural De- 
velopment Program is to help espe- 
cially the small farmers. 


˙ n * 


“Recent Census data and other eco- 
nomic indicators prove the real 
strength of family farms. New pub- 
lie programs will help all family farm- 
ers to maintain their position in 
American agriculture,” according to 
USDA. 


1956 Pack of Canned Peas 


At 38,093,977 actual cases, the 1956 
pack of canned green peas was 6 per- 
cent larger than the 1955 pack of 31,- 
222,312 cases and only slightly larger 
than the average pack of the last five 
years. 

It is significant to note that the 
pack of early Junes was 17 percent 
smaller than last year, whereas the 
pack of sweets was only 13 percent 
larger, and virtually all of this in- 
crease in sweet peas was of the Fancy 
grade. 


1956 Pack oF PEAS BY QUALITY 


Grade 1955 1956 1955 1056 
Percent of 
(thousands of cases) total pack 
17,333 10,277 56 
9.146 9.202 20 28 
es 4.741 4,615 15 14 
1956 Pack oF Pras BY CAN SIZE 
Can Sise 1955 1056 1955 10956 
Percent of 
(thousands of cases) total pack 
23.219 23,668 74 72 
.. 4.407 5,200 14 16 
3.186 3.000 10 11 
48% 287 436 1 1 
81 91 () (a) 


Early June Sweets Early June Sweets 
(actual cases) (actual cases) 

504 770,505 364,780 739.430 
230. 20 496.916 202.020 457 987 
149,550 37,833 147.844 85.443 
108.342 (a) 56,150 (a) 
562.910 3,532,675 503. 830 2,505,720 
(a) 240, 
3,882,026 8,041,304 2,875,232 8,010,113 
910,558 3,344,047 820 376 2.926.840 
350.740 301.210 217,208 116,713 
301 007 
(a) 1,180,405 (a) 1,246,325 
(a) 3,562,571 (m) 8,465,935 
192, 280 381,176 531,071 401,107 
7,234,077 23,087,335 6,010,503 27,083,384 


1956 Pack of Apricots 


The 1956 pack of canned apricots 
totaled 5,085,808 actual cases as com- 
pared with the 1955 pack of 7,189,206 
cases, according to a report by the 
N. C. A. Division of Statistics. 

On the basis of standard cases of 
24/2 ½, the 1956 pack amounted to 
4,151,000 cases as compared with the 
1955 pack of 5,919,000 cases. 


State 1955 1956 
(actual cases) 
12,317 
Washington and Oregon 60 814 20.685 
7,031,387 5,043,301 
7,189,206 5,085,303 


1956 Pack of Sweet Cherries 


The 1956 pack of canned sweet 
cherries totaled 1,055,966 actual cases 
as compared with the 1955 pack of 
2,045,439 cases, according to a report 
by the N.C.A. Division of Statistics. 

On the basis of standard cases of 
24/2%, the 1956 pack amounted to 
698,000 cases as compared with the 
1955 pack of 1,377,000 cases. 


Stato 1055 1956 
(actual cases) 
ichigan....... 182,916 72,270 
Washington and Oregon 1,068,675 209 888 
00 763.682 678, 285 
30,166 5,623 
2,045,439 1,065,066 


The N.C.A. Western Research Lab- 
oratory cooperated in the presentation 
of the third annual Bay Area Qual- 
ity Control Conference at Stanford 
University on September 14. About 
200 persons attended the one-day meet- 
ing, which was principally sponsored 
by the Bay Area section of the Ameri- 
can Society for Quality Control and 
by the department of industrial en- 
gineering of Stanford University. 

One of the reports of interest to 
canners was on inventory control of 
canned pineapple, presented by Alan 
R. Eagle of the Stanford Research 
Institute. Other speakers discussed 
the Department of Defense quality 
control program, the history of qual- 
ity control techniques, advances in 
sampling procedures, and the organi- 
zation of the quality control function. 

Norman Olson represented the 
N. C. A. and presided at one of the 
conference sessions. 


© 
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Pack of Canned Meat 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under fed- 
eral inspection during the month of 
August has been reported by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service of 
USDA at 119,538 thousand pounds, 
including quantities for defense. 


CANNED MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS 
UNDER FEDERAL IN- 
SPECTION Audusr, 1956 


3 Lbs. Under 
&over 3Lbs. Total 
(thousands of pounds) 
Luncheon meat 10,150 8,808 18,908 
10,766 735 11.801 
27 6.87 6.124 
Chili con carne 455 10,410 10,865 
Vienna sausage........ 215 4,555 4,770 
Frankfurters and wieners 
D 1 5 53 
Deviled ham. . 801 801 
Other potted and deviled 
meat products 1.992 1,002 
100 2.486 2,585 
Sliced, dried bel. 19 277 205 
Chopped beef......... 6 1,602 1,508 
6,332 6,304 
Spaghetti meat products 171 7.040 7,220 
Tongue (not pickled)... 102 135 
Vinegar pic products 850 1,344 2,104 
3 500 503 
Hamburger 20 2.210 2,473 
n 620 13,050 13,088 
Sausage in ll. 504 302 865 
207 207 
eres 1 115 116 
Loins and pienles 1,043 0 2,038 


8 
i 
8 
— 
— 
2 
— 
> 


than 20% meat (ex- 
640 15,504 16,234 


Total all products...... 27,379 88,013 116,201 


Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
sinee rounded figures are used. Amounts packed 
for defense are not included in these items. Total 
production, including quantities packed for defense 
agencies, was 119,538 thousand pounds. 


Value of Farm Products Sold 


Total value of products sold from 
United States farms in 1954 was $24.6 
billion, according to the 1954 Census 
of Agriculture figures released re- 
cently by the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
This total value is about 12 percent 
higher than the comparable total for 
1949, $22.1 billion. 

The leading 100 counties accounted 
for $4.9 billion or 20 percent of the 
total 1954 value, compared with $3.8 
billion or 17.4 percent of the 1949 
value, 

California had the top four coun- 
ties in terms of the value of all farm 
products sold, and had 24 counties in 
the first 100 counties. The top 100 
counties in value of farm products 
sold in 1954 were distributed by states 
as follows: 


California 24; Illinois and Iowa 13 
each; Texas 7; Florida 5; Washing- 
ton 4; Arizona, Arkansas, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Oregon, and Pennsyl- 
vania 3 each; Idaho, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, and Wisconsin 2 each; and 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, New 
York, and Virginia 1 each. 


Ebony Magazine 


“Old faithful canned meat makes 
novel, tasty dishes,” says the subtitle 
of the article “Corned Beef” in the 
September Ebony magazine. 

Freda DeKnight, home service edi- 
tor and author of the article, intro- 
duces the six recipes with, “One of 
the most versatile of all canned foods 
is corned beef hash. It can be used 
in many dishes in many ways, with 
either plain or fancy touches. Whether 
it is a hashburger for the school crowd 
or a hearty dinner dish for dad, a 
can of corned beef hash will fill the 
triple need for nutrition, speed and 
taste. Omelets, pct pies, chili dishes, 
stuffed peppers, meat loaves are just 
a few of the dishes that can be made 
from corned beef hash.” 


One of the recipes is featured as 
a favorite of the Broadway singer, 
Olga James. Along with corned beef 
hash, other canned foods used in the 
recipes are catsup, chili sauce, green 
peas, peaches, and pineapple. Each 
of the dishes is pictured in black and 
white photographs. 


QMC Requirements 
(Concluded from page 305) 


industry in planning 1956 production. 

In addition to the official announce- 
ment listing estimated requirements 
in pounds, the requirements have been 
converted to cases, using conversion 
factors in Army Supply Bulletin SB 
10-485: 


Woman's Home Companion 


Food editor Sylvia Schur and her 
staff entitle their section of the Oc- 
tober Woman's Home Companion mag- 
azine “Harvest Time.” The inter- 
estingly written and attractively il- 
lustrated section includes canning as 
part of harvest time activities. In 
the article Mrs. Schur states: 


“Harvest is faster now and easier. 
One bean-picking machine can mow 
down a field it would take 100 men to 
pick. Fewer farm people raise more 
crops—five times as much sweet corn 
this year as in 1940, twice as many 
tomatoes as in 1926. Field trucks 


8 produce to cannery or freezer 
within the hour; or at night, trains 
and trucks roar across the land under 
the harvest moon, with fresh foods 
for our me carts. ... Once har- 
vest, with ts excitement, was a 
time of sunup to sundown work in 
kitchens. We no longer need to 
onions from the rafters, simmer rel- 
tatoes and turnips in the cold cellar, 
string apple slices to dry in the attic. 
Someone else will sort, wash, peel, 
core, slice and cook 10 million bushels 
of apples this year for canned apple 
sauce alone. For frozen limas, others 
will shell beans from 20 million bush- 
els of pods. All this creates a new 
challenge for modern women whose 
time is saved: to bring this bounty 
and fulfillment into our homes, in 
remindful of all the harvests 
past . . filling the home in new 
ware with the aromas 
cooking.” 

One part of the article says, “New 
sizes, new seasonings in canned vege- 
tables add to the ever-growing variety 
in our markets. With imaginative 
flavoring and cooking skill these 
ready-to-heat vegetables become gour- 
met offerings.” 

The following canned foods are 
used in the recipes and suggestions: 
tomatoes, corn, carrots, peas, potatoes, 
mushrooms, mixed vegetables, tomato 
juice, vegetable juices, tuna, sardines, 
apples, peaches, pears, plums, cream 
of mushroom soup, and cream of cel- 
ery soup. 


Can Size Quantity Quantity 
(pounds) (cases) 
B (Choice) Type I (Kadota) 447,000 9.933 
1,426,000 33,052 
Chili sauce.......... 88 1 12/12-08....... 1,050,000 216,667 
Sweet potatoes...... A (Fancy) Type b vacuum pack 24/3.......... 8,805,430 329,460 
(without packing vacuum can 
media) I 
(whole) or Style IT 
(whole and pieces) 
Type a (in a liquid .. 12,065,145 277,206 
packing medium) 
Style I (whole), II 
(whole and pieces), 


or III (picoes) 


— = 
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information Letter 


FDA Enforcement 
(Concluded trom page 305) 


Mr. Thomas received his degree, 
with a major in chemistry, from 
Butler University and worked as a 
chemist for the State of Indiana from 
1910 to 1917. Following service in 
World War I he became production 
manager of a bakery in Milwaukee 
and then to the Washburn Crosby Co., 
which later was merged as a unit of 
General Mills. He instituted a new 
concept of quality control and was di- 
rector of the products control depart- 
ment of General Mills from 1928 to 
1968, with the title of vice president 
since 19380, 


Forthcoming Meetings 


nual Meeting, Men fan — 
2—American 12 
Oct, 1-10—National Association of Food 

Chains, Annual Conven —— 


Oct. 
ual Meeting, 


Oct, Association of Feed 
tarians, Annual Meeting, Casa 
Monterey, Calif. 


1-8—Wisconsin Can 
“Kanal Convention, Schroeder — — — 
Nor. 2 Canners Association, 
Annual Meeting, Fort Des Moines Hotel, Des 
nes 
Nov. 12-14—G Manufacturers of 
Hotel, New York 
von 
Lick 8 Borines 
9—Pennsy! 
Convention, Moloveland 


Nov. 


Dee. 
Minnea: — 


"Packers 
18-14—New York and 


Canners 
Associa ual Conven- 
tion, Hotel Station: 


Jan. 6-10—National Frozen Food Convention, 
Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach, Fla. 


Jan. 24-26—Canners League of California, 
Annual Fruit Sam 
1 ple Fur 
and Freezers 


Jan. 27-80—Northwest Canners 
tions Convention, Multnomah 


Club, Montebello, P. 
— Canners and 


men's Bho — Coppert apd 


Feb. 12-18—New York State 1 and 
Freezers Agri- 
cultural t 


As- 


Feb. CANNERS TION, 
Annual 
March 14-16—Tri-State Packers Association, 
Spring Meeting, Philadelphia 
11-20—National-. 
oneal convention 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation 
are reported by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics as follows: 


1055 1056 
(thousands of dosens) 
74,083 77,017 


Supply 

Canner stocks, Sept. 1 

Canner shipments during Aug. 13, 730 
Canner shipments, Jan.-Aug.. 105,441 
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